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Introduction. In the mathematical finite element modeling, an
average value of the mechanical characteristics of the deform-
able solid material is used. In aircraft, machine building, con-
struction engineering, medicine and other fields, polymer
composite materials and materials of natural origin are in-
creasingly used. In the latter case, the actual change in the
mechanical characteristics differs significantly from the aver-
aged change; therefore, when using the averaged parameters to
build and analyze finite element models, the results can be
significantly distorted. This paper describes the creation of
mathematical methods for studying changes in the mechanical
characteristics of a material of inhomogeneous deformable
solids. The results obtained in this way are used to construct
finite element models and analyze their stress-strain state.
Materials and Methods. Naturally occurring materials and
composites are considered as inhomogeneous deformable
solids. To study the changes in the mechanical characteristics
of the material, a method was developed based on the use of
two components: the pixel characteristics of raster images
scanned by a computer tomograph and the experimental data
of field tests of standard samples.

Research Results. A complex of mathematical methods has
been developed for modeling the interpretation of scanning
raster images by a computer tomograph, which allows for the
study of any complicated structures of real deformable solids.
The results are used in the construction of finite element mod-
els of such bodies considering the heterogeneity of the me-
chanical characteristics of the material. The analysis of the

stress-strain state of finite element models of test samples has
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Bseoenue. Tlpn MaTeMaTHIeCKOM KOHEYHODIIEMEHTHOM MOJIe-
JIMPOBAHUH HCIONB3YeTCsl YCpeTHEHHOE 3HaYeHHE MeXaHude-
CKMX XapaKTEpUCTHK Marepuana JeGopMHpyeMBIX TBEPABIX
Ten. B aBHa-, MalIMHOCTPOCHUH, CTPOUTENBCTBE, MEIUIMHE U
IPYyrUX 00JacTsIX BCE IMIMPE MPUMEHSIOTCS TOJIUMEpPHBIE KOM-
MO3UTHBIC MaTePUATIbl U MaTEPUAIBI IPUPOJTHOTO MPOUCXOXK-
neHust. B mocnenHeM ciydae peanbHOe H3MEHEHHE MEXaHHde-
CKMX XapaKTePHCTHK 3HAYUTEIBHO OTIMYACTCSA OT YCPETHCH-
HOTO, CIIC[IOBATENIbHO, TIPU HCIOJIb30BAHHH YCPETHCHHBIX
mapamMeTpoB IJIs HOCTPOCHUS M aHAIN3a KOHEYHODJIEMEHTHBIX
MOJeINel pe3yIbTaThl MOTYT CYIIECTBEHHO HCKaXKaThCs.

B nanHO# cTaThe ONMHMCAaHO CO3[aHME MAaTEMaTHMYECKUX METO-
JIOB WICCIICIOBAHUS U3MEHEHUSI MEXaHUIECKUX XapaKTEePUCTHK
MaTepuana HEOTHOPOAHBIX AeHOPMHPYEMBIX TBEPIBIX Tell.
[Monmy4eHHple TakuM 00pa3oM pe3yabTaThl HMPUMEHEHBI IS
MOCTPOCHUSI KOHCYHORJIEMEHTHBIX MOJENCH W aHauu3a WX
HaInpsHKEHHO-Ie(POPMUPOBAHHOTO COCTOSTHUSL.

Mamepuanst u memoowsl. B xadecTBe HEOAHOPOIHBIX Aedop-
MHPYEMBIX TBEPIBIX TEJN PACCMOTPEHBI MaTepUallbl MPUPOJ-
HOTO TPOUCXOXKICHNS W KOMIIO3UTHL. [lJIs McclenoBaHus U3-
MEHEHHsI MEXaHHUECKHX XapaKTePUCTUK MaTepuaiia paspabo-
TaH crnoco0, OCHOBAHHBII HAa HMCIIOJH30BAaHUU JBYX COCTaBIIS-
FOIIMX: THKCEIbHONH XapaKTEpPUCTHKUA PAaCTPOBBIX HM300paxe-
HUI CKaHUPOBAHHS KOMITBIOTEPHBIM TOMOTPad)OM M IKCIIEPH-
MEHTAIBGHBIX JTAHHBIX HATYPHBIX HCIBITAaHUHA CTaHIAPTHBIX
00pasIoB.

Pezynvmamut uccnedosanus. Co3maH KOMIUIEKC MaTeMaTHYe-
CKUX METOIOB MOACIUPOBAHKA HHTEPHPETALMNA PACTPOBBIX
N300paKCHUI CKAaHUPOBAHUS KOMIBIOTEPHBIM TOMOTpPadoM,
MO3BOJISTIONINK MPOBOAMUTE HCCIEIOBAHHUE JTIOOBIX CIOXKHBIX
CTPYKTYP PEaIbHBIX Je(OpPMHUPYEMBIX TBEpABIX Tell. Pe3yib-
TaThl HCHONB3YIOTCS TPH MOCTPOCHUH KOHEYHOAJIEMEHTHBIX
MojieNiedl TaKHX Tel C y4eTOM HEOJHOPOIHOCTH MeXaHHYe-
CKUX XapaKTepUCTUK MaTepHuaa.

AHanmmi3 HampsHKeHHO-1e()OPMHUPOBAHHOTO COCTOSHUS KOHEU-
HODJIEMEHTHBIX MOJIEJIEH TECTOBBIX 00pa3loB AO0Ka3al TOY-
HOCTb M CXOJUMOCTD YHCJIEHHOTO PEIICHHS METOAa KOHEYHBIX
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proved the accuracy and convergence of the numerical solu-
tion of the finite element method in modeling the property of
heterogeneity of the mechanical characteristics of the material.
Discussion and Conclusions. The developed approach can be
applied to any physical principles of scanning (X-ray, ultra-
sound, laser, etc.) and for any types of materials if the data
obtained as a result of scanning is developed in the form of a

digital (raster) image.

Keywords: finite element method, deformable solid, inhomo-
geneity, mechanical properties of material.
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JJIEMEHTOB MPH MOJICIUPOBAHUH CBOMCTBA HEOMTHOPOIHOCTH
MEXaHHYECKUX XapaKTePHCTHK MaTepHaa.

Obcyscoenue u 3axaroyenus. Pa3paboTaHHBIN MOAXOA MOXET
OBITh MPUMEHEH JUTS JTIOOBIX (PU3MUYECKUX MPHUHIUIIOB CKaHHU-
poBaHUs (PEHTTEHOBCKHM, YIbTPa3BYKOBOM, JTa3epHBIA U Ap.)
U A7 TI00BIX THIIOB MAaTEPUAoB, €Cld HHGOpMALus, Moy-
YeHHAs B pe3yNbTaTe CKaHMPOBaHUs, CPOPMHUpPOBAaHA B BHUJIC

dpoBoro (pacTpoBOro) U300paKEHHSI.

KiroueBbie cji0Ba: METOJ KOHEYHBIX 3JIEMEHTOB, HehopMu-
pyeMoe TBEpAOE TEeNO, HEOJAHOPOAHOCTb, MEXaHHYECKHE Xa-
PaKTEpPUCTHKH MaTepuara.

Oébpasey ona yumuposanusn: 3vionr, B. JI. TIpobnema mare-
MaTHYECKOTO0 KOHEYHORJIEMEHTHOTO MOJICIMPOBAHUS HEOIHO-
pOAHBIX AeOPMHUPYEMBIX TBEPIBIX TEJI C MPUMEHEHHEM CKa-
HupoBanus / BectHuk JloH. roc. TexH. yH-Ta. — 2019. —

T.19, Ne3. — C. 281-289. https://doi.org/10.23947/1992-
5980-2019-19-3-281-289

Introduction. In the finite element (FE) modeling, mechanical characteristics of the material of deformable
solids (DS) are specified as an averaged value used for the whole model. For example, mechanical characteristics of
steel are determined through tensile and compression tests of standard regular samples. This approach is acceptable for
the design and engineering practice. However, in modern aircraft, engineering, construction, medicine and other fields,
polymer composites and materials of natural origin are increasingly used. A real change in the mechanical characteris-
tics of such materials differs drastically from an average value; therefore, when using average parameters to build and
analyze finite element models, the results can be significantly distorted.

Research Results

1. The main mathematical dependence of modeling heterogeneity of real deformable solids. To solve the
presented problem, a method for determining a real change in the mechanical characteristics of the material based on
the use of:

- DS scan results;

- data of field tests of standard samples [1].

This method makes it possible to recognize any complex heterogeneous material structure and apply this data
to increase accuracy and realism in mathematical finite element modeling of real DS.

Fig. 1a shows an example of a raster image of scanning a material of natural origin (human bone). Its section
demonstrates a change in mechanical characteristics depending on the values of the color indices (pixels) [2]. Fig. 15
shows the scan result of the composite material in the form of a raster image of the cross section of a regular sample
(the scanning was performed by V.G. Tolstikov). Real changes in the mechanical characteristics of the fibers and matrix
(adhesive) in the structure are indicated. In addition, the scanning has shown the possibility to assess quality of the
composite materials (fiber arrangement, adhesive layer thickness, internal defects, etc.).
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Fig. 1. Material of natural origin (a) and composite material () scan bitmap analysis

A general diagram of mathematical simulation and the algorithm of the proposed scanning technology are
shown in Fig. 2 [2].
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Fig. 2. Mathematical and finite element modeling of real deformable solids

The diagram reflects a full range of modules: from scanning DS to obtaining its FE model and analysis of the
stress-strain state (SSS). If necessary, the cycle of operations is ensured within each block of the algorithm.

Scanning is performed using a computer tomograph (CT). When working with deformable objects, it provides
image packetizing; each one is a raster image in a certain section [3, 4]. Standard raster image formats are jpeg, dicom,
bmp, png, etc. Regardless of the format used, a raster image should be represented as a numerical matrix for further
processing.

To determine the dependence of mechanical characteristics (for example, in the form of an elastic modulus) on
the values of color indices, a special weight factor is applied [1], which establishes the relationship between the average
value of the color indices 7., and the experimental value Eoy. The average value of the elastic modulus (£¢y) obtained
in the experiment on the tension (compression) of standard samples is used to interpret mechanical changes in the pixel
characteristic.

Then the weight factor that determines the transition from the pixel color index to the elastic modulus is deter-
mined through an expression of the following form:

k= FOIL )
Nep
Here, n,, is an average value of color indices of a scanning bitmap packet:

Information technology, computer science, and management

[\®}
o
w



http://vestnik.donstu.ru

284

Vestnik of Don State Technical University. 2019. Vol. 19, no. 3, pp. 281-289. ISSN 1992-5980 eISSN 1992-6006
Becmuuk /lonckozo zocydapcmeennozo mexnuueckoz2o ynugepcumema. 2019. T. 19, Ne 3. C. 281-289. ISSN 1992-5980 eISSN 1992-6006

DN,
_ =l =l . 2
mn

However, for a large amount of CT SSS scan data with a high degree of the structure heterogeneity, it is re-
quired to use the mathematical expectation dependence when determining an average value of the color index. That is,

ncp

n., is defined as an average value:
ngp = E(n)= Y mip;(m;), 3)
i=1
where 7; is the color index value on the interval [; p; (n;) is the probability of occurrence of n; (color index values) in the
interval /.

Pixels, each of which has a corresponding color index, are assigned the values of the elastic modulus of the
material £;. For this, the weight factor & is used:

E = kg. @)
Here, E; is the elastic modulus value corresponding to the value of the color index number #;; kg is weight factor of the
elastic modulus.

The dependence (4) for the FE model is implemented through solving the following tasks:

- determination of the dependence of mechanical characteristics on the values of color indices;

- determination of the mechanical characteristics of the material in the nodes and in the finite elements of the
FE model.

A change in the elastic modulus is determined on the basis of a linear or non-linear dependence on the values
of the color indices. For a material with a low degree of heterogeneity, the dependence can be constructed according to
the linear law (4) using a single constant value of the weight factor of the elastic modulus.

However, such materials are rare in nature and engineering. Most often, several areas can be distinguished in
the structure of a DS material, each of which has a different variation range of the elasticity modulus than the others.

It is proposed to apply a nonlinear law for such materials, which provides its own weight factor value in each
region of the DS structure. In this case, the dependence of the change in the DS elastic modulus on the color indices is
presented as a piecewise linear function (Fig. 3a).
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Fig. 3. Piecewise linear (a) and continuous (b) function of DS elasticity modulus
variation from color index values

Using a piecewise linear function is difficult from the point of view of the computational algorithm efficiency,
in particular, due to the following reasons:

- the larger the number of the DS structure regions, the greater the number of weight factors and the more
complicated the calculation of the elastic modulus for nodes and finite elements;

- transition values of color indices between DS regions or objects involve not one value, but ranges of values of
color indices in a bitmap (see Fig. 3b).

To solve this problem, a nonlinear dependence in the form of a spline, for example, a cubic one [5], can be
constructed on the basis of a piecewise linear function. Such a nonlinear dependence of the DS elastic modulus on color
indices is universal when combining several zones with different patterns of mechanical characteristics (see Fig. 3b).
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Next, the interpretation of the scanning data is associated with the interpolation and transmission of color index
values from pixels to the nodes of the FE mesh. In the most complex and general case, the FE nodes of the mesh lie
between adjacent planes with a bitmap. They vary widely in shape and size. Besides, additional internal contours and
other geometric features appear in them. In this case, a number of mathematical dependences are used for interpolation;
they are determined with respect to a straight line inclined to the Z axis [6].

In [2], a more similar description of the mathematical dependence and the block diagram of the algorithm for
determining the mechanical characteristics of the material in the nodes and finite elements of the DS FE model is pre-
sented (see Fig. 2, block 7).

To use the results of determining the heterogeneity of the material mechanical characteristics in the FE model,
they are converted to a file with the * pcl extension. Two functions of the Patran Command Language: “material.create”
and “elementprops_create” [7, 8] are used for this.

2. Investigation of the accuracy and convergence of the analysis results of the FE models considering
simulation of heterogeneity of mechanical characteristics. In the framework of this study, accuracy and convergence
of the numerical solution by the finite element method (FEM) using the presented technique are determined. For this
purpose, we used the SSS calculations of a human bone tissue (a fragment of the femur).

The selection of DS and its analysis are nonessential, but they are caused by important factors: heterogeneity of
the bone material, individuality of its geometry, as well as high technology and quality of CT scanning in medicine.
Bone tissue is well studied in practice, which makes it possible to reasonably consider the correctness of its mathemati-
cal simulation.

The first study uses parallelepiped specimens cut from a fragment of a human femur (Fig. 4a). The results of
the study are shown in Fig. 45 as proof of accuracy and convergence of the FEM numerical solution with respect to the
full-scale experiment data [9, 10].
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Fig. 4. Dimensions and orientation of real samples (a); graph of convergence of normal stress in the center of samples (b),
longitudinally (1), circumferentially (2) and radially (3)
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The results show that to achieve the desired accuracy of the FEM numerical solution, a FE mesh with a density
of three or more finite elements per 1 mm is required [11]. It is also obvious that the heterogeneity property of the DS
material mechanical characteristics can be reflected by a set of finite elements with their own elastic moduli and the
isotropic structure of the material.

a) b)

1 1.5 5 32
FE mesh density (number of nodes per 10 pixels)

VoltageVonMises, MPa

~*— HEXS elements —#—"TET4 elements

9
Fig. 5. SSS analysis result using HEX (a) and TET (b) type finite elements; graph of convergence results (c)

To study the applicability of two different types of solid FE (hexahedron and tetrahedron), an additional study
was conducted using incompatible shape functions (see Fig. 5) [12]. The results show that hexahedron-type FE has the
best indicators in terms of accuracy and convergence of results, as well as in the resource costs.

3. Modeling of real deformable solids. The technology presented is applied to real objects. For this purpose,
the SSS of the FE of tooth setups with a defect and a sealant made of composite material was constructed and analyzed.
One model presents a defect in the form of a carious region (cavity) in the upper part of the enamel. In the second
version of the FE model, this area is filled with a sealant made of composite material. Both models are built considering
heterogeneity of the material mechanical characteristics and an individual geometry.

A wireframe model of a human tooth, shown in Fig. 64, is based on the scan results [13, 14]. A change in the
material mechanical characteristics in the solid FE model (Fig. 6b) is simulated in a special program [13, 14]. Input
data: results of scanning and field testing.
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Fig. 6. Construction and analysis of FE models of a human tooth considering heterogeneity of material mechanical characteristics:
a) wireframe model; b) change in elasticity tooth modulus in FE solid model; ¢) design scheme; d) solid geometric model;
e) FE mesh generation; f) SSS analysis result of FE model of tooth with simulated defect; g) SSS analysis result of FE model of tooth
with simulated composite fillings

The design scheme is presented in Fig. 6¢. A defect and a composite filling are modeled on the upper tooth
(see Fig. 6d and 6e).

The analysis result of the FE model with a defect (see Fig. 6f) shows that the carious part of the tooth does not
absorb the load. That is, a healthy part of the tooth has an additional load, and the probability of decay increases. The
analysis result of the second FE model, after filling the caries area with a sealant made of composite material (see Fig.
6g), shows that the tooth almost completely restores its functional capacities since the stress pattern is identical to the
picture obtained for a healthy tooth [2].

Fig. 6g shows that stress maxima are observed at the contact points on the tops of the dental tubercles. A
higher load is picked up by the area of enamel and dentin. The inner part of the tooth is less stressed. This result is
compared to the calculation [2]. An average value of the mechanical characteristics of enamel and dentin is used.
Heterogeneity of the structure of the tooth material is not taken into account. The comparison shows a more uniform
stress distribution in the tooth body when modeling the distribution heterogeneity of its mechanical characteristics.

Discussion and Conclusions. The study results validate the accuracy and reliability of the presented method of
FE modeling based on scanning real DS considering heterogeneity of the material mechanical characteristics.

The presented complex of mathematical methods for modeling the interpretation of CT scanning bitmaps al-
lows the study of any complex structures of real DS. The results of such simulation are used to construct FE models
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considering heterogeneity of the mechanical characteristics of the material.
The developed mathematical modeling technique can be applied for any physical scanning principles (X-ray,
ultrasound, laser, etc.) and for any types of materials if the data received is a digital (raster) image.
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