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Introduction. The paper is devoted to the evaluation of cracking of white layers formed on the surface of the rail while
in operation. Cracks are detected in the white layer of rail steel after one thousand test cycles. This is due to tensile and
shear stresses on the surface of the wheel-rail contact spot. The paper presents the study results of the morphological
characteristics of the white layer on the rail surface.

Materials and Methods. The object of study (rail surface after operation) was examined under a microscope. Then, a
two-dimensional model of finite elements of the plane deformation was developed to simulate the dynamic
characteristics of the white layer cracking. Mathematical models describing crack propagation are proposed. For this,
we applied the criterion of the elastic plastic fracture mechanics, the J-integral method. The SYSWELD program
performed numerical modeling of the formation of a white layer and the distribution of residual stresses.

Results. Optical images of the microstructure of the cross section of a white layer on the rail surface after operation are
presented. Two different types of cracks were fixed at the trailing edge of the white layer of the samples studied. The
SYSWELD program visualized fragments of simulating the mechanism of the white layer formation with the distribution
of residual stresses, compression, and tension. The calculation results show that the values of the J-integral for all three
cracks slightly decrease if the crack length reaches 10—50 pm.

Discussion and Conclusions. The results obtained are applicable to assess the wear resistance of rail steels and predict
the direction of crack growth. Comparisons of J-integral maxima have shown that under identical load conditions, crack
no. 1 is likely to grow faster than cracks nos. 2 and 3. With an increase in the length of the crack, the maxima of the J-

integral of all three cracks decreased.
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Introduction. It is known that parts of machines and mechanisms, various functional structures often
experience catastrophic brittle fracture. Moreover, depending on the operating conditions, the metal may undergo
plastic or brittle fracture [1-3]. Brittle fracture occurs due to the growth of cracks that suddenly become unstable and
propagate in the material at sonic velocity. Cracks in the metal can be of technological origin or appear and grow during
operation. White non-etching layer (WEL) is a phenomenon that occurs on the surface of an operated rail under the
impact of wheels. WEL is formed due to strong multicycle plastic deformation. It has been established that due to
fatigue from contact rolling on the rail surface, cracks bind to the white layer [4—6]. The layer is named because of its
resistance to acid etching during metallographic preparation and the white “faceless” appearance (it looks like this
under a microscope). A white layer is usually found in contact spots on the rail surface. Its depth is ~ 0.10—100 pum after
several months of rail operation [4]. An important feature of the white layer is hardness. It reaches 1300 HV [5], but is
usually in the range of 700-1200 HV [6]. This condition can cause the formation of brittle cracks in the white layer and

subsequent propagation of fatigue cracks. The authors [4], having examined the rails after operation, found that cracks
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were present in the white layer, but did not penetrate the interface with the base metal of the rail [4, 5]. Cracks
developed on the surface and propagated along the interface between the WEL and the pearlite structure of the material
causing severe wear. The mechanism of the formation of the white layer and its microstructure are studied by many
authors [6—12].

The microstructure of the layer is identified as the following mixtures:

- martensite with residual austenite and pure martensite saturated with nitrogen and carbon;

- ferrite with martensite;

- residual austenite and martensite with tempered martensite;

- ferrite with cementite, carbide and nanocrystalline phase a-Fe.

It was found [6, 7, 9] that the white layer has a martensitic microstructure with a high dislocation density. The
authors of [8—10] suggested that WEL consists of a nanocrystalline phase of a-Fe with grain sizes from 15 to 500 nm.
According to [7], WEL consists of strongly deformed perlite, nanocrystalline martensite, austenite, and cementite. In
[8], the results of X-ray measurements of residual compressive stresses in WEL are presented, and significant
compressive stresses of the rail (~ 600 MPa) in both directions, longitudinal and transverse, are specified. An analysis
of the papers [4-19] shows that cracks in the white layer of rail steel are detected after all tests, even those that were
completed far just one thousand cycles. The reason for this is mixed tensile and shear stresses on the surface of the
wheel — rail contact spot. After the appearance of a crack in the white layer, it grows rapidly due to the fragility of the
martensite structure until it reaches the interface with the base metal of the rail having a perlite structure — here a
different microstructure deflects the crack and slows its propagation. This deviation is caused by the orientation of the
cementite plates in the pearlite structure [10—19], which are parallel to the rolling surface. According to [12], a decrease
in rail fatigue resistance is associated with contact pressure and slip coefficient. The authors of [13] have found that the
initiation of a crack in a white layer is caused by the traction force and the designed transverse shear load to the rail
track surface. Two types of cracks are identified:

- leading defect crack in the contact spot (caused by a shift);

- back crack (brittle fracture in the form of a wedge).

The authors of [14] associated the short-wave dynamic interaction between the wheel and the rail with the
beginning and growth of surface deformation. Under the conditions of contact rolling in rail steel under fatigue, three
types of cracks were identified [15]:

1) perpendicular contact surfaces,

2) with a tilt angle,

3) parallel contact surfaces at various depths.

To determine the stress state near the crack tip under conditions of contact with rolling, the authors proposed a
numerical method and recorded a change in the crack shape. In [16], the criteria for the direction of crack growth in the
mixed mode were used to evaluate cracking behavior. It is shown that cracks grew in the direction of the plane of
maximum shear stress, and not perpendicular to the plane. The authors of [17] developed a two-dimensional finite
element model for simulating the crack behavior in the rolling contact (wheel and rail) with four short cracks. It was
found that the shear stress plays a dominant role in the crack growth, a longer crack grows upward, and this causes a
breakaway of the surface layer. Using a two-dimensional computational model, the authors of [18] found that the
growth rate of cracks on the rail surface increases with increasing crack length and starts to decrease after a certain
depth. In the study on the dynamic wheel and rail interaction [19], a three-dimensional model of finite elements was
used and various cracking behavior was recorded due to the static and dynamic solutions. In [20], the residual stress
effects were taken into account when studying the path and rate of crack growth. Many works including [21, 22] show
the influence of a liquid on the further development of cracks. It is assumed that the liquid on the surfaces of the cracks

significantly affects their opening (stress intensity factor of mode I). If the crack develops under dry conditions, then the
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shear regime dominates [22]. Until now, linear mechanics of elastic fracture has been widely used under the numerical
simulation of the contact of wheels and rails [23, 24]. This approach evaluates the resistance to unstable crack
propagation, or the crack resistance of metals, under static loading according to one or more fracture criteria:

- force (critical stress intensity factor K;,);

- deformational (critical opening at the crack tip);

- energy (the critical value of the J-integral, the work of plastic deformation and fracture).

In practice, materials near the contact area can be plastically deformed due to the high axial load [3—6]. To obtain
a more accurate solution, calculations using elastoplastic fracture mechanics or energy-based criteria should be used. In
addition, cracks can be formed in areas adjacent to the white layer [7—12], and the mechanisms of their development are
still not properly understood. Papers on the formation of a white layer and cracks [14, 15] are published; however, the
behavior of the crack propagation in the area of the white layer is not studied in detail. Moreover, in relation to the
situation under consideration, the impact of loading conditions, friction, and other interaction parameters is not
described. This paper presents results of the study on the morphological characteristics of the white layer on the rail
surface.

Materials and Methods. At first, the object of study was examined under a microscope. Then, a two-
dimensional model of finite elements of plane deformation was developed to simulate the dynamic characteristics of
cracking of the white layer. According to the hypothesis put forward, the contact area on the rail surface was plastically
deformed under the interaction of the wheel and the rail; therefore, the energy-based J-integral criterion was introduced
to evaluate the crack propagation behavior.

Samples containing white layers on the surface of the railhead were cut from the rail, which used to be
operated on the East Siberian Railway. The rail was made of pearlite steel in accordance with GOST51685-2013. This
is grade 76KhF steel: C 0.78%, Si 0.54% and Mn 0.8%, Cr 0.40%, ¥ 0.035%. The mechanical properties of the rail
were determined:

- yield strength was 944 kN,

- temporary resistance was 1287 kN,

- elongation was 11.5%,

- relative reduction was 31%,

- impact strength was 18 J/cm”.

The test temperature was +20°C. Brinell macrohardness on the rolling surface in places without white layers
was 435, 485, 445, 465 and 494. This does not meet the requirements of GOST 51685-2013 (should be 352405
according to Brinell). Hardening of the railhead surface during operation is due to the combined action of a number of
physical mechanisms [4—16]. For the calculation, the Young's modulus £ = 206 GPa was adopted, the shear modulus
was 80 GPa, and the density was 7850 kg/m’ [3-10]. The standard metallographic procedure was performed after
sectioning the samples in the direction parallel to the motion direction. After cutting, the sample was poured into resin,
polished with silicon carbide sandpaper (grain size 1200-3000) and polished with 0.5 um microsilica. The cross section
was observed under an optical microscope after etching with a 2% alcohol solution of nitric acid for 7 seconds. The
mechanism of a white layer formation was investigated through the SYSWELD program, which uses an analytical model
of the volumetric heat release of Goldak double ellipsoid. Three types of heat source are prescribed: 2D Gaussian,
double ellipsoid and 3D conical Gaussian. After the geometric parameters of the heating model are determined and the
maximum volumetric heat release value is set, an approximate calculation with constant thermophysical characteristics
is performed. All material properties necessary for modeling are set in the form of piecewise linear functions. In the
SYSWELD program, simultaneously with the heat problem, the metallurgical problem is solved. In the latter case, the
calculations are based on the Leblond model, which describes the metallurgical transformation of one phase into

another. The solution to the mechanics problems is reduced to the determination of thermal deformations. To do this,
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you need to specify in the program the following: elasticity modulus, Poisson's ratio, thermal-expansion coefficient, as
well as hardening curves for metallurgical phases. When cracking in a white layer under the moving contact conditions,
observations were performed using ANSYS/LS-DYNA software, which is intended for finite element modeling. In
studies on the dynamics of railway crews, the well-known algorithm of the named software FASTSIM with an elliptical
contact area is widely used [25]. Compared with the geometric dimensions of the wheel and rail, the contact area is
quite small (not more than 15 mm? [25]). Therefore, the model of wheel — rail contact can be simplified to the condition
of deformation of the 2D plane [26, 27]. White layers in the form of an arc 2 mm long and 0.2 mm thick were
constructed on the longitudinal section (the parameters were obtained as a result of the analysis of WEL studies on the
rail surface [4—15]). In order to reduce computational costs and ensure accuracy in the model, the adaptive grid method

was used. In the region of the white layer, very fine grids were used (Fig.1).
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Fig. 1. Finite element modeling (FEM) of white layer with three cracks (a) and transformation of element contour integral into

surface contour integral: arbitrary contour around the crack tip (b); different contours of elements selected to represent independence
from the calculation path of J-integral (c); basic diagram of 2D virtual crack closure method for calculating stress intensity factor (d)

The established minimum element size was 0.02x0.02 mm’. The elements had a higher grid density with a set
minimum element size of 0.01x0.01 mm? at the tips and faces of cracks. This enabled to accurately capture the stress
gradients. Outside the cracking zone, larger grids were used with a minimum element size of 0.1x0.1 mm? in the wheel
— rail contact surfaces. They gradually increased towards the far sections of the field. At first, the rail was combined into
776,919 elements with 789,084 nodes, which changed during the simulation due to the use of the adaptive grid method.
Such a model size is acceptable for obtaining accurate calculations of contact with rolling [19, 20, 28]. A constant
vertical loading force of 13,000 N was applied to the wheel, which corresponded to the equivalent maximum Hertz
pressure of ~ 1.2 GPa [25]. The wheel was set to a rotation speed of @ 43.5 rad/s, which equals a travel speed of 72
km/h with a friction coefficient of 0.3. It was studied how the properties of cracks in a white layer are affected by their

length, changes in the angle of inclination, load pressure, and friction coefficient.



Perelygina A. Yu., et al. Investigation of crack propagation in the surface white layer of rail steel
T N N N N N e N N N N N N N N N N NN N NN N N NN —_—

The crack growth that destroys the surface was analyzed under the assumption of linear elastic fracture
mechanics [1-3, 17-19]. For a more accurate solution, we used the criterion of elastic-plastic fracture mechanics, the J-
integral method, which is applicable for both linear and elastic plastic solutions [29]. It was introduced to study crack
propagation behavior. For numerical calculations, the J-integral can be obtained from the solution in the far zone [29].
In the scope of work with finite elements, the element contour integral should be transformed into the surface contour
integral, as shown in Fig. 15, where T is the contour of the curve that defines the boundary of the J-integral, and it is
directed counterclockwise from the lower edge of the crack to the upper one. The J-integral can be additionally
estimated as:

J=f(wdy—T; %ds),
where w is strain energy density; 7 is the thrust vector; u; is the component of the displacement vector; ds is the length
increment along the contour I' [29].

The J-integral evaluation is implemented in LS-PrePost as a post-processing tool. This application is also
suitable for 2D modeling of plane deformation [30]. To calculate the J-integral around the crack tip, various contours of
the elements were selected (see Fig. 1¢). It is important to note that the unloading conditions for a path-independent J-
integral are not proposed in accordance with the fracture mechanics [31]. The principle of expanding the J-integral
methodology beyond the admissibility of linear elastic fracture mechanics was to idealize elastoplastic deformation as a
nonlinear elastic deformation. The identity of the load characteristics — the deformation for elastoplastic and nonlinear
elastic materials is known [30, 31]. The elastic-plastic material follows a linear unloading path with a slope equal to
Young's modulus. Non-linear elastic material gets unloaded in the same way as when loading. Thus, the analysis
suggests that the nonlinear-elastic behavior is valid for an elastoplastic material. Unloading occurs near the crack tip
after the wheel has passed along the rail. The calculated values of the J-integral can be valid only until maximum is
reached. Therefore, only the maximum values of the J-integral are discussed in the present paper. The stress intensity
factors within the framework of the finite element scheme were calculated by the 2D method of virtual crack closure
[29-32]. The forces y and x needed to connect the nodes ¢ and d (see Fig. 1d) are denoted by F'. and T, respectively.

It should be noted that the theory of linear elastic fracture mechanics is based on the assumption that there is no
plastic deformation around the cracks. At the same time, according to [1-3], the use of the theory of linear elastic
fracture mechanics is correct since the nonlinear deformation of the material is limited to a small area surrounding the
crack tip. The reasoning that a plane problem can be considered in connection with a small contact area is incorrect.
Under the plane deformation, this region is strip and infinite. And in this case, we are talking about an essentially three-
dimensional problem. In [32], the complexity of the rail geometry and the boundedness of the region in which the main
changes in the stress-strain state occur. The authors of this paper propose to consider a simplified axisymmetric problem
for a multilayer coating in the form of a piecewise inhomogeneous layer. In [33], the stress-strain state of a multilayer
coating was studied in the vicinity of the wheel — rail contact area. It was shown that the rigidity and thickness of the
upper coating layer affect significantly the equivalent and contact stresses. At the fixed mechanical parameters of the
coating, with an increase in the thickness of its upper layer, the values of maximum equivalent and contact stresses
decrease. The authors of [34] applied thin multilayer coatings on the surface of a railway rail in the vicinity of the
lateral wheel — rail contact. The stress-strain state of these coatings was investigated at various values of their geometric
and mechanical parameters during rotary movements.

Research Results. Fig. 2 shows optical images of the microstructure of the cross section of a white layer on
the rail surface.
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Fig. 2. Features of cracks in white layer on rail surface detected through optical microscopy: general view of white and deformed
layer at 200-fold magnification (a); 1 - front edge crack, 2 - mid-position crack at 500x magnification (b)

Fig. 2a shows a segment of a white layer on the surface. Its depth is 10 um. The microhardness value in the
white layer is HV; = 989. This corresponds to the WEL features presented in [4-15]. The WEL thickness can reach
200-300 pm depending on the operating conditions [4—6]. The image shows a sharp boundary between the white layer
and the deformed pearlite structure of the basis rail metal. The depth of the plastic deformation zone between WEL and
the basic rail material is ~ 70 um. According to the estimates [5—10], on the pearlitic rails in operation, in the spot of the
wheel — rail contact, plastic deformation has a high concentration creating a thin shear zone of 502,180 pm. At the same
time, hardness tests show that due to volume contact, the depth of plastic deformation can reach 1-10 mm [4-9, 27-30].
This causes an important evolution of the microstructure on a narrower scale, i.e., to bend or rupture of cementite plates,
to reduction of the inter-plate distance. The mechanical properties also change since the tensile strength increases and
the fracture toughness decreases for cracks parallel to the aligned cementite plates. Two different cracks are located at
the leading edge of the WEL (see Fig. 2b). They can originate and propagate at the interface between the WEL and the
deformed pearlite microstructure. A detailed study on other samples showed that an inclined crack appeared on the
leading edge of the WEL following the flow direction of the rail material. Then the crack went down into the rail
material along the layer boundary. Fig. 2b shows a crack propagating vertically in the mid-position within the WEL. In
the samples studied, two different types of cracks are observed at the trailing edge of the WEL. They are obtained from
different WEL sections, but are located on the same rail sample and are very close to each other. The first-type crack
originates and propagates along the boundary between the white layer and the plastic deformation zone (see Fig. 2b).
The second-type crack crosses the interface with a deformed microstructure, but shows a tendency to curvature along
the line in the direction of perlite shear strain. Such behavior of cracks is described in [4-7]. Indeed, the cracks studied
by us are located in the same white layer; therefore, they were subjected to the same loads. However, their growth and
development rates are different. This indicates a change in the state of stress in the leading, middle and rear position in
the white layer. This means that the mechanism for the subsequent crack propagation (i.e., behind it) should be
different. As shown in [35, 36], the plastically deformed structure of the pearlite region directly below the white layer
can play a significant role in effecting the crack propagation. Cracks that are formed due to fatigue when in the rolling
contact can be divided into two categories according to the place of their origination: beneath the surface and on the
surface.

Typically, cracks beneath the surface result from a strong vertical load in conjunction with material defects.
Most cracks originate on the surface due to the wheel — rail interaction, as well as the transfer of a large load to a small
contact area. The contact area is elliptical. It is relatively small, and at the same time, it supports the entire wheel load.
Cracks, that arise as a result of fatigue when in the rolling contact and are the result of intense shear stress in the wheel
— rail contact area, will grow when these stresses exceed the allowable tensile strength of the rail. It is also possible that

cracks will advance to the top of the rails. According to [11, 12, 23], the heating rate of the surface layer of the rail,
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which occurs during the passing of a train, can exceed 10°°C/s and reach the temperature at which austenite is formed.
After passing the train under rapid cooling, austenite turns into martensite. The wheel — rail contact time is extremely

short (milliseconds). In this case, the steel of the eutectoid composition is heated from room temperature to 727°C at a
rate of 10°°C/s.

Thus, it is practically impossible to measure actual temperature changes during the period under consideration.
On the other hand, fast heating and hardening can be modeled and controlled in the SYSWELD program. For this,
heating rates of 20—-1000°C/s were used, which were obtained due to the parameter of the velocity of the heat source

moving along the rail surface in the speed range 5—100 mm/s.

Fig. 3 shows a fragment of modeling the mechanism of formation of a white layer in the SYSWELD program.
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Fig. 3. Simulation results of white layer formation on the rail head surface in SYSWELD program: martensite fraction in the white
layer, % (a); distribution of residual stresses in the white layer, MPa (b).
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According to Table 1, we can judge how the level of residual stresses depends on the parameters of the path
and the hardening rate.

Table 1
Residual stresses value (compression and tension) along the path width

and depth at a hardening speed of 15 mm

Distance along the center of the path

. 0 0.65 | 0.77 | 086 | 096 | 1.22 | 1.54 2.5 3.0
axis (depth), mm

Residual stress, MPa —43 -87 -15 323 445 347 396 274 176

Centre distance from path axis 0 | 014 | 165 | 192 | 219 | 259 | 3.16 | 391 | 52
(width), mm

Residual stress, MPa 43 | 92 | —140 | —189 | —116 | 30 | 200 | 249 | 128

The white layer modeled in the program consists of martensite. The layer morphology is similar to that
observed in the studied rail (see Fig. 2). The hardness of the simulated WEL is 670-810 HV. This is slightly lower than
in rails (WEL ~ 725-1050 HV). However, current simulations represent only one phase transformation cycle. From one
to five repeated heat treatment cycles were simulated on the surface of the rail head. It is found that hardness increases
to 700-850 HV. Obviously, martensite with the same hardness as in the white layer of the rail can be obtained after
several passes of the wheels. When modeling the formation of the white layer, it turned out that the temperature change
during the wheel — rail contact and the distribution of residual stresses play an important role in this process.

Fig. 4 shows J-integral maxima at the tips of the simulated crack.
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Fig. 4. Maximum values of J-integral at crack tips in the leading, middle, and trailing edges of WEL
(crack length for calculation is chosen as 0.01 mm; 0.03 mm; 0.05 mm; 0.1 mm and 0.2 mm, separately)

It should be noted that the length of the crack is measured from the rail surface to the WEL depth. In the
presented simulation version, cracks no. 1, 3 originate at an angle a and  (83.13°), the maximum load pressure is 1.2
GPa. At this, all three cracks have a length of 10 pum. At the top of crack no. 1, the value of the J-integral reaches a
maximum of 0.321 N/mm. The maximum values of the J-integral for cracks nos. 2 and 3 are much smaller — 0.18
N/mm and 0.088 N/mm, respectively. The analysis of Fig. 4 shows that crack no. 1 at the leading edge of WEL is likely
to grow compared to cracks in the mid-position and at the trailing edge. This fact is in agreement with rolling fatigue
experiments [10—18]. It is shown that the boundary (beginning) of the white layer on the rail surface and the basis metal
has the lowest resistance to the formation of a contact-fatigue defect, while the fatigue life at the end of the WEL is
approximately 3 times higher than in the center and at the starting point. Fig. 4 shows that the maxima of the J-integral
around the crack tips show a tendency to decrease with increasing length or depth. This phenomenon is more significant
for crack no. 1 than for nos. 2 and 3. As the crack length increases, the maximum value of the J-integral for all three
cracks decreases, respectively, from 0.3214 N/mm to 0.222 N/mm; from 0.18 N/mm to 0.14 N/mm and from 0.088
N/mm to 0.062 N/mm. This is consistent with the results of [19] since the deeper surfaces of the crack are less affected
by normal and tangential contact loads. However, Fig. 4 shows that, for crack no. 2, when its length is 200 pm and
corresponds to the WEL thickness, the J-integral maximum tends to the opposite, which has never been reported. In this
case, the J-integral maximum is the largest in comparison with other short cracks no. 2. It can be assumed that crack no.
2 will rapidly propagate to the boundary between the WEL and the substrate. This is clearly seen in Fig. 25 (arrow 2).
The significant difference is due to material irregularities between the perfectly elastic WEL and the elastic-plastic rail
matrix. The calculation results show that for all three cracks the values of the J-integral decrease slightly when the crack
length increases from 10 to 50 pm. If the deepening of crack No. 2 is from 50 to 100 pm, the change in the J-integral is
relatively small. On the contrary, there is a significant increase in the maximum value of the J-integral if crack No. 2
propagates through the entire layer to the boundary between WEL and the rail matrix. The calculation results show that
for all three cracks, the values of the J-integral decrease slightly when the crack length increases from 10 to 50 pm. If
the deepening of crack no. 2 is from 50 to 100 um, the change in the J-integral is relatively small. On the contrary, there
is a significant increase in the maximum value of the J-integral if crack no. 2 propagates through the entire layer to the
boundary between the WEL and the rail matrix.

The maximum value of the J-integral increases sharply with increasing load pressure from 0.8 to 1.5 GPa:

- from 0.27 N/mm to 0.53 N/mm for crack no. 1;

- from 0.17 N/mm to 0.47 N/mm for crack no. 2;

- from 0.04 N/mm to 0.1 N/mm for crack no. 3.
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This suggests that cracks are more likely to propagate at high loads. The maximum principal stress around the
crack tip can be used as an indicator to assess the fracture properties and the crack path [19-26]. For example, if no. 1
crack length is 10 pm, the maximum principal stress at the crack tip is 1589 MPa. For cracks nos. 2 and 3 with the same
length, different stress concentrations are obtained around the crack tips and the maximum principal stresses are about
1506 MPa and 1261 MPa, respectively. An increase in length from 10 to 100 pm causes a decrease in the maximum
principal stress from 1506 MPa to 1206 MPa. When a crack propagates down to the boundary of the white layer, a
sharp increase in stress concentration can be observed. This is clearly seen from modeling the distribution of residual
stresses along the depth of the layer (see Fig. 3). So, according to J-integral calculations, under the same load
conditions, cracks in the leading edge of the white layer propagate with greater probability than in the mid-position and
at the trailing edge. This is consistent with crack growth. In this case, due to the inhomogeneity of the material, a
complex stress field arises when the middle crack propagates at the interface between the white layer and the base
metal. This causes a high concentration of stresses and thereby accelerates the crack propagation. It should be
mentioned that this work did not consider the anisotropic characteristics of the material caused by severe plastic
deformation in the transition zone. It was shown in [4—10] that this type of shear deformation causes elongation and
alignment of cementite colonies of the surface layer of the rail head (see Fig. 2a). It is revealed that shear bands and
regions with a high density of defects are found in the transition zone of the white layer, and some cementite plates in
this region are destroyed [4—8]. Although linear elastic fracture mechanics does not reflect the detailed physics of the
situation [1-3], it helps to understand the directions of the observed crack growth. To obtain more detailed information
on the dynamics of crack formation in the white layer on the rail surface, stress intensity factors should be taken into
account. At the same time, rolling contact cracks experience a mixed load corresponding to a sequence of tensile
stresses followed by a shear cycle [4-20]. Therefore, stress intensity factors in the direction of maximum tangential
stress can also be used to predict the direction of the crack growth.

Discussion and Conclusions. It is established that cracks in the leading edge of the white layer (crack no. 1)
propagate from the edge of the layer along the interface between the white layer and the basis metal of the rail. Cracks
no. 2 (in the middle of the layer) grow vertically before reaching the plastically deformed matrix. Cracks no. 3 of the
trailing edge show two developmental trends. In the first case, the crack extends along the interface; in the second case,
it crosses the rail material and gradually aligns in the direction of deformation.

Comparisons of the J-integral maxima have shown that under identical load conditions, crack no. 1 is most
likely to have a high growth rate compared to cracks nos. 2 and 3. With an increase in the crack length, the maxima of
the J-integral of all three cracks decreased. A great impact of the load pressure on the development of all the considered

types of cracks is established.
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