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Abstract 
Introduction. To improve the diagnostics of knee joint diseases, it is necessary to enhance the quality of processing 
radiographic images, i.e., to provide experts with more accurate information for pathology analysis. The objective of the 
study is to demonstrate the capabilities of fuzzy logic in improving the algorithm for determining reference lines and knee 
flexion angles. This requires a program that analyzes X-ray images. The methods known today, described in scientific 
and applied literature, are not sufficiently automated. In some cases, orthopedists and surgeons have to manually refine 
images and adjust lines. This gap is filled by the presented work. The algorithm developed by the author is described. It 
does not involve human participation and automatically identifies the lines and angles of knee flexion. Based on the result 
issued by the system, the doctor can, firstly, judge the presence of pathology. Secondly, the information provided by the 
program allows for more accurate planning, performing operations, and prescribing therapy. 
Materials and Methods. Images from two X-ray machines operating in Al-Basel Hospital (Latakia, Syria) were used. 
The Python language was used for the software implementation of the algorithm. The solution was tested on 500 patients 
at Al-Basel Hospital. The results generated by the new system and previous versions of X-ray image processing programs 
were compared. 
Results. An algorithm for constructing reference lines and angles for processing knee joint X-ray images is created, 
described, and implemented in practice. The capabilities of fuzzy logic in automating double threshold detection when 
identifying bone boundaries in images are shown. The operation of an improved Gaussian filter designed for processing 
X-ray images is described. The modified method of knee bone X-ray analysis includes the development of an algorithm 
for automatic detection of structures and anomalies in knee joints, determination and measurement of anatomical 
parameters, assessment of the degree of damage, etc. The method for determining the contour boundaries on radiographs 
combined the Canny detector, the watershed algorithm, and fuzzy logic. The program has been implemented in medical 
practice and shows 98% accuracy, spending less than 20 seconds to process the image. 
Discussion and Conclusion. The new system provides high accuracy, acceptable efficiency, and does not require manual 
correction of images. Experts are now able to identify subtle indicators of disorders. In addition, the new method makes 
it possible to understand complex cases when several factors are combined, indicating potential pathology. Widespread 
implementation of the method will improve the quality of medical services in orthopedics. Scientific research in this 
direction should be continued to expand the set of strategies for the treatment of diseases of the musculoskeletal system. 
It is necessary to create solutions with absolute accuracy, higher processing efficiency, as well as methods suitable for 
analyzing other joints. 

Keywords: reference lines in radiography, knee joint angles in radiography, Canny algorithm, improved Gaussian filter, 
watershed algorithm 
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Оригинальное эмпирическое исследование 

Алгоритм обработки рентгеновских изображений с использованием нечеткой логики 
А.С. Маннаа  
Южный федеральный университет, г. Ростов-на-Дону, Российская Федерация 
 mannaa@sfedu.ru 

Аннотация 
Введение. Для улучшения диагностики заболеваний коленного сустава необходимо повысить качество обработки 
рентгенографических изображений, т.е. дать специалистам более точную информацию для анализа патологии. 
Цель исследования — показать возможности нечеткой логики в совершенствовании алгоритма определения 
опорных линий и углов сгибания колена. Для этого необходима программа, которая анализирует рентгеновские 
снимки. Известные на сегодня методы, описанные в научной и прикладной литературе, недостаточно 
автоматизированы. В ряде случаев ортопедам и хирургам приходится вручную дорабатывать изображения, 
корректировать линии. Этот пробел восполняет представленная работа. Описан созданный автором алгоритм, 
который не предполагает участия человека, автоматически идентифицирует линии и углы сгибания колена. По 
результату, выданному системой, врач может, во-первых, судить о наличии патологии. Во-вторых, сведения, 
предоставляемые программой, позволяют точнее планировать, проводить операции и назначать терапию. 
Материалы и методы. Использовались снимки двух рентгеновских аппаратов, которые работают в больнице 
Аль-Базель (Латакия, Сирия). Для программной реализации алгоритма задействовали язык «Питон» (Python). 
Решение протестировали на 500 пациентах больницы Аль-Базель. Сравнивались результаты, которые 
сгенерировала новая система и предшествующие версии программ обработки рентгеновских снимков. 
Результаты исследования. Создан, описан и реализован на практике алгоритм построения опорных линий и 
углов для обработки рентгеновских снимков коленного сустава. Показаны возможности нечеткой логики в 
автоматизации обнаружения двойного порога при выявлении границ кости на изображениях. Описана работа 
усовершенствованного гауссовского фильтра, предназначенного для обработки рентгенограмм. 
Модифицированный метод анализа рентгеновских снимков коленных костей включает разработку алгоритма для 
автоматического обнаружения структур и аномалий в коленных суставах, определения и измерения 
анатомических параметров, оценку степени повреждения и т.д. 
Метод определения границ контуров на рентгенограммах объединил детектор Кэнни, алгоритм водораздела и 
нечеткую логику. Программа реализована в медицинской практике и показывает точность 98 %, затрачивая на 
обработку снимка менее 20 секунд. 
Обсуждение и заключение. Новая система дает высокую точность, приемлемую оперативность и не требует 
ручной корректировки снимков. Специалисты получили возможность выявить малозаметные индикаторы 
нарушений. Кроме того, новый метод позволяет разобраться в сложных случаях, когда сочетаются несколько 
факторов, указывающих на возможную патологию. Широкое внедрение метода повысит качество медицинских 
услуг в ортопедии. Следует продолжить научные изыскания в данном направлении для расширения набора 
стратегий лечения заболеваний опорно-двигательного аппарата. Предстоит создать решения с абсолютной 
точностью, более высокой оперативностью обработки, а также методы, подходящие для анализа других суставов. 

Ключевые слова: опорные линии в рентгенографии, углы коленных суставов в рентгенографии, алгоритм 
Кэнни, усовершенствованный фильтр Гаусса, алгоритм водораздела 
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Introduction. Improving the quality of X-ray images is a critical task with direct implications for the quality of 
medical diagnosis and subsequent treatment, especially in cases like joint replacement surgeries. Advancements in 
medical imaging technologies, including X-ray imaging, are vital for providing more accurate and detailed information 
to healthcare professionals. There are some strategies and advancements that can help improve X-ray image quality and 
subsequently benefit joint replacement surgeries and other medical procedures. 

Analysis of X-ray images allows identifying and evaluate various pathological conditions [1]. Algorithms for image 
segmentation and bone delimitation have made a significant contribution to improving the clarity and accuracy of X-ray 
image interpretation. However, such visualization still needs improvement, as it is not always completely defined, leaving 
room for different interpretations [2]. 

Advances in intelligent computing make it possible to use fuzzy logic to remove imprecision and ambiguity in the 
medical image analysis. Fuzzy logic mimics human thinking, and it is a reliable basis for creating algorithms that can 
efficiently process and analyze X-ray images [3]. 
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In [4], reference lines and their relationships were studied for the purpose of correcting the shape of the legs.  
In [5], clinical results of treating multiaxial deformities of the lower extremities were compared to how this was reflected 
in X-ray images. The literature describes software products that can analyze X-ray images of bones. However, all these 
systems have a common drawback: sometimes they incorrectly recognize contours. If this happens, the specialist manually 
refines the image. This problem is solved in the presented scientific work. A new algorithm for analyzing X-ray images 
is proposed using fuzzy logic and improved traditional approaches. The solution eliminates the need for manual image 
processing. The program operates with high accuracy and ample efficiency. It allows for more accurate detection and 
characterization of anomalies in X-ray images, i.e., improves diagnostics. 

Materials and Methods. In carrying out this scientific work, the author proceeded from the fact that the assessment 
of limb deformations requires an analysis of the anatomical and mechanical axes of long bones, as well as the angles 
between them. Figure 1 shows the initial limits of angles for healthy people of different ages. If the indicator is outside 
these limits, then the patient has a deformed limb and needs surgical intervention. 

  
a) b) 

Fig. 1. Support angles between mechanical axes for healthy people:  
a — for young people; b — for elderly people [4] 

In orthopaedics, the concepts of mechanical and anatomical axis are crucial to understanding the arrangement and 
function of bones, especially in the lower extremities. The anatomical axis runs through the center of the bone shaft, 
through the middle of the diaphysis. The mechanical axis reflects the direction of the forces acting on it. In the lower 
extremities, it runs from the center of the hip joint to the center of the ankle joint. 

By examining the mechanical axis, it is possible to understand the load-bearing capacity and load distribution in the 
bone. This is particularly important for the diagnosis and treatment of osteoarthritis, fractures, and for determining the 
position of implants or prostheses. 

It is necessary to know the features of the anatomical axis to distinguish natural curvature from pathological 
curvature. This is also important under surgical interventions, since it helps surgeons understand whether the bone 
is positioned correctly. 

Two parameters are particularly important for assessing the anatomy of the femur and tibia:  
- ALDFA (axial length of the distal femoral axis);  
- MPTA (medial proximal tibial angle).  
They are extremely informative when it comes to identifying knee deformities. ALDFA determines the orientation of 

the distal femur relative to its longitudinal axis, MPTA shows the inclination of the medial surface of the tibia relative to 
its mechanical axis (Fig. 2). 

 
Fig. 2. Angles between femur and tibia used to assess anatomy and detect pathology:  

1 — medial genu-diaphyseal angle (MGDA) = 130° (124°–136°); 2 — medial proximal femoral angle (MPFA) = 84° (80°–89°);  
3 — ALDFA = 81° (79°–83°); 4 — MPTA = 87° (85°–90°); 5 — lateral distal tibial angle (LDTA) = 89° (85°–92°) [5] 
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The angles shown in Figure 2, in combination, demonstrate the possibilities of knee joint alignment or deformation. 
Orthopedists use the norm (numbers in brackets) to draw conclusions about the type, severity of deformations, and 
develop a treatment plan [6]. 

The Canny edge detection algorithm is a robust method widely used to identify boundaries in images. It builds 
reference lines and angles from X-ray images as follows. The first step uses an improved Gaussian filter, which smoothes 
the image, reduces noise [7]. Next, gradients are calculated using the Sobel or Prewitt operators. The method is often used 
to detect the image edges. This allows both weak and strong edges to be taken into account. This way, the algorithm 
determines the edges more accurately and reduces the noise level more effectively.  

Despite its computational complexity, the Canny algorithm remains a fundamental part of computer vision due to its 
ability to cope with noise and clearly detect edges. 

To correctly select the standard deviation value, the absolute values of the point x(i, j) in the gray pixel are compared [8]. 
If |x(i, j)| < |x(i, j)| × |x(i, j) − μ|, then the standard deviation σ = 1. In this case, the point is less affected by noise. Standard 
deviation σ = 1.6 indicates significant noise.  

To automatically detect the edges (T1, T2), Canny uses double thresholding, classifying pixels in the image by gray 
intensity. We calculate the average value of all pixels (T1), after which T1 is used to divide the image into two  
areas — object and background. Pixel values that exceed the initial threshold T1 are taken as objects, and the rest are 
taken as background. Now there are two sets of values: one for the object (ob) and one for the background (bg). For each 
of the two regions (object, background), a threshold value is calculated. Let us calculate T2. We start with the fact that: 
 ( )0 2.T Tob Tbg /= +  (1) 

New value T0 is taken as T1, and the process is repeated until T0 ~= T1. Final value T0 is taken as T2. 
The final step involves boundary binding to identify related boundary components in the VNSA (valgus knee shaft 

angle) image. This helps to combine disparate boundaries into larger structures, which improves image perception and 
analysis. It is advisable to integrate fuzzy logic principles and traditional software approaches to edge detection. In this 
case, membership functions are used that assign membership degrees to pixels based on gray intensity values, allowing 
for a detailed representation of edges. 

Unlike the binary approach, the fuzzy method facilitates a gradual transition in the range of membership values from 
0 (no membership at all) to 1 (full membership), capturing the inaccuracies of the boundaries. Fuzzification transforms 
crisp image data into fuzzy sets, taking into account the uncertainty. Defuzzification transforms fuzzy results into crisp 
ones for further analysis. 

A notable advantage of the method is its adaptability to real-world scripts, specifically to those with varying degrees 
of noise and ambiguity. However, careful parameter tuning may be required to achieve optimal performance; therefore, 
finding a balance between sensitivity and specificity in edge detection applications is critical [9]. 

A more detailed representation of edges can be achieved by disambiguating image boundaries. This requires assigning 
membership degrees to pixels.  

Each pixel is processed using fuzzy rules. If any of the fuzzy rules shown in Figure 3 are met, the pixel is processed 
as an edge, otherwise it is not taken into account. This provides highlighting the boundaries of objects that are different 
from noise and other image elements. The importance of this solution has been proven in relation to the analysis of the 
humerus from X-ray images [10]. 

I3 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I4&&I5&&I6&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I8 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I5&&I6&&I7 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I4 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I5&&I6&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I3 = 1, I4 = 1, I5 = 1, 
I1&&I2&&I6&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I5 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I6&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I1 = 1, I2 = 1, I3 = 1, 
I4&&I5&&I6&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I6 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I5&&I7&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I5 = 1, I6 = 1, I7 = 1, 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I8 = 1 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I5&&I6&&I7 = 0 

   

   

   

 

I1 = 1, I7 = 1, I8 = 1, 
I1&&I2&&I3&&I4&&I8 = 0 

   

   

   

 

Fig. 3. Fuzzy logic rules 

The watershed segmentation algorithm is used in computer vision to recognize objects. It was originally developed 
for cartography. And now it perceives images as a topographic landscape, where the grayscale intensity corresponds to 
the terrain elevation. Watershed lines outline individual objects as boundaries between drainage basins. By filling the 
landscape from local minima, the algorithm separates objects by the intensity of gray color. 

https://vestnik-donstu.ru/
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The watershed detection algorithm is effective for some applications, but it can be sensitive to noise and may cause 
over-segmentation. In practice, careful preprocessing and marker-driven watershed options are used to improve 
performance [11]. 

The watershed algorithm output is shown in Figure 4. 

 
 

a) b) 

Fig. 4. Watershed algorithm output:  
a — original image; b — result of watersheds 

Research Results. After using the watershed algorithm, boundaries were drawn for the points under study [12]. To 
construct reference lines, the extreme points were calculated along the boundary of the mark (selected region) of the bone. 
Then, the center of mass was calculated, the image was converted to binary format, and its center was found. Having 
determined the extreme points on four sides, we took the middle of the top of the upper bone, the middle of the base of 
the lower bone and drew a line. 

We used the formula for calculating the angle between two lines and three coordinate points: aa, bb and cc. Two are 
the extreme points of both lines, and one is the common point of their intersection [13]. 
 1 1,b a x y= − × +  (2) 

 1 1 2 2, ,x y b a x y b a= − ÷ = − ÷  (3) 

 ( ) ( )2 1 2 11 0 1 0 .a . y y . x x= × − ÷ × −  (4) 

Figure 5 shows the result of constructing reference lines and angles on X-ray images.  

  
a) b) 

Fig. 5. Results of using the improved watershed algorithm on X-ray images: 
a — construction of reference lines; b — calculation of angles 

The performance of the Canny edge detector [14] was compared to the results of the new algorithm proposed by the 
author. The higher performance of the latter solution is obvious. This is explained, firstly, by the improvement of the 
Canny operator. Secondly, the new method is integrated with an improved Gaussian filter. Therefore, there is no need for 
an additional filter, and the execution time of the algorithm is reduced. Its implementation has significantly increased the 
accuracy and yielded better results, specifically for images of radial lines with high noise levels. 
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The new solution was implemented at Al-Basel Hospital in Latakia, Syria. Images from two X-ray machines were 
used. The program was applied to X-ray images of 500 patients. In 490 cases, no manual processing was required, i.e., 
the accuracy of the results was 98%. Image processing took about 20 seconds. 

The proposed algorithm is implemented in Python with a graphic interface. The scheme for creating reference lines and 
angles for processing X-ray images of the knee joint is designed to improve the interpretation of X-ray images (Fig. 6).  

 
Fig. 6. Improved algorithm for creating reference lines and angles for processing knee joint X-ray images 

Discussion and Conclusion. A new approach to knee X-ray imaging is being used at Al-Basel Hospital (Latakia, Syria). 
The practice has shown the value of advanced automated image analysis in improving diagnostic accuracy. It should be noted 
that even an earlier version of the program effectively identified bone abnormalities that were missed by visual analysis [15]. 
With the help of the proposed solution, orthopedists can qualitatively work through subtle factors indicating violations, as well 
as combinations of indicators that can cause confusion and hinder the detection of pathology. It follows that the use of the 
approach described in this article allows us to reasonably expect an increase in the quality of medical services in the field of 
orthopedics and surgery. Specialists receive tools for more precise planning and execution of operations. In addition, the new 
solution opens up opportunities for better organization of conservative treatment taking into account the individual 
characteristics of the pathology. 

https://vestnik-donstu.ru/
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Scientific research in this line should be continued to expand diagnostic capabilities and a range of treatment strategies 
for musculoskeletal diseases. Of particular interest is achieving absolute, i.e., 100% accuracy in algorithmic determination 
of the lines. The time for image processing should also be reduced. Optimization of computational processes will provide 
obtaining results faster, which is particularly important in emergency diagnostics. In addition, it is advisable to refine the 
method for analyzing more complex clinical cases. Another promising direction is adapting the algorithm for analyzing 
other joints, such as hip or shoulder joints. 
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