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Abstract 
Introduction.  The challenge problem of the quality of lubricants has led to both large-scale and narrow-focused 
theoretical and applied studies that relate to the operational properties of lubricants. In particular, the authors of the 
publications are interested in the interaction of bearing and lubrication, since numerous types of machinery and equipment 
contain these elements. In the literature, the composites used to strengthen the bearing surface are compared, the most 
effective compositions are determined, and the advantages and disadvantages of the components are analyzed. 
Mathematical models have been proposed and tested for some of the processes of the interaction under consideration, and 
acceptable adequacy has been proved for some of them. However, the improvement of such solutions requires taking into 
account the specifics of the tribosystem. This issue has been poorly worked out, and the presented article is intended to 
fill this gap. When evaluating the wear resistance of a radial bearing, the compressibility of a high viscosity lubricant is 
taken into account. 
Materials and Methods. The study was based on the tribocontact scheme, which included the radius of the polymer-coated 
shaft, the radius of the bearing sleeve, the height of the lubrication groove, and the thickness of the lubricating layer. To create 
new mathematical models that took into account the compressibility of the lubricant, the authors used three equations: motion 
of the liquid lubricant, continuity, and state. To verify the model, the results of calculations and laboratory tests were compared. 
In the experiments, a bearing with a groove to preserve lubrication was used. Its rotation speed, loads and temperature conditions 
were changed. Friction was measured using traditional methods and modern instruments. 
Results. The bearing design was modified to take into account an additional factor — the compressibility of the 
lubricant. The new model predicted the bearing capacity of the part by 8–10% more accurately, and the coefficient of 
friction — by 7–9%. Fluctuations in the coefficient of friction up to 45 MPa (equivalent to a five-fold increase in load) 
were detected and explained. This was due to dynamic changes in the surface contact conditions and the effects of 
external parameters. Optimal applications of antifriction coatings based on hybrid composite materials were 
determined. The possibilities of practical use of calculation models of a journal bearing were expanded. Its critically 
important operational characteristics were evaluated in practice. 
Discussion and Conclusion. The scientific research results described in this article make it possible to establish the 
performance characteristics of the bearing at the design stage. The significant potential of this approach has been identified 
in terms of increasing the reliability and durability of the studied part, and this seems to be an important step in the 
development of bearing and lubricant technologies. In the future, the authors intend to study such factors as temperature 
conditions, dynamic loads, and interaction with various lubricants. This will allow us to improve bearing designs and 
expand their application areas. 

Keywords: journal plain bearing, lubricant compressibility, high viscosity lubricant, wear resistance assessment, 
tribosystem specificity, hybrid composite 
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Аннотация 
Введение. Актуальная проблема качества смазочных материалов обусловила как масштабные, так и узкопро-
фильные теоретические и прикладные исследования, которые касаются эксплуатационных свойств смазок. В 
частности, авторов публикаций интересует взаимодействие подшипника и смазки, так как эти элементы присут-
ствуют во многих видах машин и оборудования. В литературе сопоставляются композиты, которыми упрочняют 
поверхность подшипников, определяются наиболее эффективные составы, анализируются достоинства и недо-
статки компонентов. По некоторым процессам рассматриваемого взаимодействия предложены и протестированы 
математические модели, и для некоторых из них доказана приемлемая адекватность. Однако совершенствование 
таких решений требует учитывать специфику трибосистемы. Данный вопрос проработан слабо, и представленная 
статья призвана восполнить этот пробел. При оценке износостойкости радиального подшипника принимается во 
внимание сжимаемость истинно вязкого смазочного материала. 
Материалы и методы. Исследование базируется на схеме трибоконтакта, в которую включаются радиус вала с 
полимерным покрытием, радиус подшипниковой втулки, высота канавки для смазки и толщина смазочного слоя. 
Для создания новых математических моделей, учитывающих сжимаемость смазочного материала, авторы задей-
ствовали три уравнения: движения жидкого смазочного материала, неразрывности и состояния. Для верификации 
модели сопоставили итоги расчетов и лабораторных испытаний. В экспериментах использовали подшипник с 
канавкой для сохранения смазки. Меняли скорость его вращения, нагрузки и температурные условия. Трение 
измеряли традиционными методами и современными инструментами. 
Результаты исследования. Конструкция подшипника модифицирована с учетом дополнительного фактора — сжи-
маемости смазочного материала. Новая модель на 8–10 % точнее прогнозирует несущую способность детали  
и на 7–9 % — коэффициент трения. Обнаружены и получили объяснение колебания коэффициента трения до 45 МПа 
(эквивалент пятикратного роста нагрузки). Это связано с динамическими изменениями в условиях контакта поверх-
ностей и воздействиями внешних параметров. Определены оптимальные области применения антифрикционных по-
крытий на основе гибридных композиционных материалов. Расширены возможности практического использования 
расчетных моделей радиального подшипника скольжения. Оценены на практике его критически важные эксплуата-
ционные характеристики. 
Обсуждение и заключение. Результаты научных изысканий, описанных в данной статье, дают возможность на 
этапе проектирования устанавливать эксплуатационные характеристики подшипника. Выявлен значимый потен-
циал данного подхода в плане повышения надежности и долговечности исследованной детали, и это представля-
ется важным шагом в развитии технологий подшипников и смазочных материалов. В перспективе авторы наме-
рены изучить такие факторы, как температурные условия, динамические нагрузки и взаимодействие с различ-
ными смазочными материалами. Это позволит совершенствовать конструкции подшипников и расширять обла-
сти их применения. 
Ключевые слова: радиальный подшипник скольжения, сжимаемость смазочного материала, истинно вязкий 
смазочный материал, оценка износостойкости, специфика трибосистемы, гибридный композит 

Благодарности. Авторы выражают благодарность руководителю лаборатории кафедры «Теоретическая 
механика» академику Российской академии наук Колесникову Владимиру Ивановичу за помощь в проведении 
экспериментальных исследований. 

https://doi.org/10.23947/2687-1653-2024-24-4-328-338
mailto:murman1963@yandex.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0737-1846
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2810-3047
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0907-9320
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0104-1886


Advanced Engineering Research (Rostov-on-Don). 2024;24(4):328–338. eISSN 2687−1653 

 

 

ht
tp

s:
//v

es
tn

ik
-d

on
stu

.ru
  

 

330 

Для цитирования. Болгова Е.А., Мукутадзе М.А., Приходько В.М., Колобов И.А. Оценка износостойкости 
модифицированной конструкции радиального подшипника при учете сжимаемости и вязкости смазочного материала. 
Advanced Engineering Research (Rostov-on-Don). 2024;24(4):328–338. https://doi.org/10.23947/2687-1653-2024-24-4-328-338 

Introduction. In all sectors of the economy, the efficient functioning of mechanisms requires working with high-
quality lubricants. The relevance of this issue stimulates scientific research that concerns the operational properties of 
lubricants. In particular, the authors of the publications are interested in the interaction of two elements that are present 
in many types of machines and equipment. It concerns, specifically, bearings and lubricants. Researchers often focus on 
such a lubricant parameter as compressibility. Mathematical models are built to determine the potential efficiency of 
lubrication in various bearing operating modes.  

When studying lubricants, working oils are considered incompressible, but their volume still varies slightly. The 
compressibility factor depends on the chemical composition of the oil, its temperature, its pressure level, and contamination 
with air foam, which can cause cavitation, loss of efficiency, drop of oil pressure, origination of noise and erosion. 

Modern lubricants play a significant role in increasing the service life of sliding bearings. Advances in chemistry and 
materials science have made it possible to create new types of lubricants that significantly reduce friction and wear on the 
working surfaces of bearing supports, and therefore increase the performance of the mechanism. The effect is provided 
by hydrocarbons and molybdenum disulfide in the lubricant. The use of such lubricants not only increases the reliability 
and durability of the supports, but also reduces the costs of maintenance and routine repairs. 

Among modern developments in the field of polymer coatings, there are modifications of base materials to improve 
their tribological characteristics. For this purpose, fillers are introduced into polymers [1], including such solid lubricants 
as graphite, molybdenum disulfide, or carbon nanotubes [2]. These composites have significantly higher wear resistance 
and can withstand the effects typical of industrial tribosystems [3]. Such coatings can function without special lubricants, 
which significantly simplifies the operation of mechanisms and reduces operating costs. 

At the design stage, it is critically important to take into account the interaction of various materials and coatings [4], 
to analyze their operation under the influence of high temperatures and speeds. At the same time, the accuracy of 
calculating the parameters of wear and interaction of surfaces allows for a significant increase of the reliability and 
durability of friction units [5]. Paper [6] describes the composite structure, friction and wear characteristics of the 
antifriction polymer fluoroplastic-containing coating. 

Article [7] confirms that the use of rubber powder as a filler for epoxy polymers opens up new possibilities for the 
creation of highly effective vibration-absorbing composites. The flexibility of the process allows changing the type, 
content and combination of organomineral ingredients and epoxy compounds. This enables the material properties to 
be adapted to specific requirements and operating conditions, which in turn helps improve the performance and 
durability of equipment. 

In [8], the problem of determining the nature of defects in fiberglass is considered. The solution [9] is based on the 
analysis of the Fourier spectra of acoustic emission signals. It is found that interlayer damage to matrices appears and 
develops in the frequency range of 160–240 kHz. This allows for early diagnostics and prompt elimination of such defects. 

The fourfold increase in Young's modulus confirms the significance of using a soft template with modified 
polydopamine and a dispersion coating [10]. Higher mechanical strength combined with improved thermal conductivity 
opens up new prospects for the creation of materials capable of withstanding extreme operating conditions. 

In [11], the capabilities of polyethylene oxide (PEO) solutions in chloroform are described. A multiple increase in 
relaxation and stretching time indicates a qualitative change in the behavior of PEO and opens up new prospects for its 
industrial application. Such changes can improve the mechanical stability of polymer products, expand the range of their 
use and increase the efficiency of production processes. 

As experiment [12] has shown, metal powders in the coating composition improve adhesion with the base material. 
This helps to avoid peeling and cracking of the coating, which is critical for the durability and reliability of the brake 
transmission. In [13], it is established that combined coatings can become a mechanical engineering standard — they will 
be used in highly loaded and critical units. 

Based on the results of research [14], it can be concluded that the introduction of antifriction polymer composite coatings 
with a cold-curing matrix is promising in terms of increasing the reliability and efficiency of industrial equipment. 
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In [15], a mathematical model for assessing electrophoretic mobility is proposed. It assumes that the presence of a 
scalable structure of the adsorbed permeable polymer layer does not affect the Poisson-Boltzmann distribution of ions in 
the double electrical layer.  

One of the key approaches is the introduction of various fillers into polymers, including solid lubricants. Such 
fillers as graphite [16], molybdenum disulfide [17] and carbon nanotubes increase significantly the wear resistance of 
polymeric materials [18]. 

In [19], the aging of plasma-polymerized hexamethyldisiloxane coatings was investigated. They were activated by 
helium or dry air plasma and compared to the aging of plasma-activated silicone elastomer. 

Experimental data [20] indicate that the operational properties of the material are determined by the nature of the 
acoustic emission. And this indicator depends on such variables as the filler concentration and curing temperature. 

The theoretical calculation models [21] were visualized. Their accuracy was estimated. For this purpose, the following 
tribological parameters were compared: 

− determined by the results of numerical analysis;  
− calculated by adequate regression models obtained experimentally. 
The comparison proved the high accuracy of the models — within 9–13%. 
For successful application of the above methods, it is necessary to take into account the specifics of each tribosystem. 

Ignoring these features can lead to unreliable results or a decrease in the effectiveness of the proposed approaches. 
It is noted in the literature that the liquid lubricant moving in the working gap contains atmospheric gases, on which 

compressibility depends. This means that its introduction into the model allows us to more accurately predict the behavior 
of the lubricant and the efficiency of lubrication in various bearing operating modes. This issue is not described in 
sufficient detail in the available sources, and the presented research is intended to fill this gap. The authors created and 
analyzed a mathematical model of a viscous lubricant in a bearing. Moreover, on the surface of the bearing bushing there 
was a composite coating with fluoroplastic. The modified design of the bearing provided for the presence of a polymer 
coating with a groove for better distribution of the lubricant, which, in turn, increased the durability of the system. Thus, 
a method for engineering calculations of the design of a radial plain bearing with a groove in a polymer coating has been 
developed for the first time. The new solution takes into account the compressibility of the lubricant and allows 
determining the basic tribotechnical parameters. The research objective is to evaluate the wear resistance of a modified 
design of a radial plain bearing taking into account the compressibility of a high viscosity lubricant. A high viscosity 
lubricant is a medium that obeys Newton's law. This dependence describes the flow of numerous oils at temperatures far 
from the freezing point quite well. 

Materials and Methods. The wear resistance of a modified radial bearing design is estimated. Parameter Ω specifies 
the shaft speed. The surface of the modified bushing remains stationary.  

A polar coordinate system is adopted to solve the problem. Its pole is the center of the bushing (Fig. 1). 

 

Fig. 1. Tribocontact diagram 

In this case, the contours of the shaft, bushing and modified bushing are described in the form: 

 ( )0 1 11 ,r r H , r r , r r – h′ ′ ′= + = =   (1) 

where r0 — radius of the shaft with a polymer coating; r1 — radius of the bearing bushing; h  — groove height; 
H — thickness of the lubricating layer. 
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The viscosity of the lubricant depends on the pressure: 

 0 .pe ′ ′α′µ = µ  (2) 

Here, μ′ — coefficient of dynamic viscosity of the lubricant; μ0 — characteristic viscosity; α′ — constant;  
ρ′ — hydrodynamic pressure in the lubricating layer; е — eccentricity.  

The solution to this problem is based on the equation of liquid lubricant motion, the equation of continuity, and the 
equation of state: 

 
( ) ( )2 2 2

2
10 , 0, .

2
i ii ir ri i v vv vp dp r, p

r d r r rr
′ θ′θ ′ ′∂ ρ ∂ ρ′∂ ρ′ ′∂ λΩ′ ′ ′= µ = + + = = ρ

′ ′ ′ ′′∂ θ ∂ ∂θ∂
 (3) 

Here, θ — angular coordinate; i
vθ , irv ′  — components of the velocity vector of the lubricating medium; ρ′ — density 

(dimensionless quantity). 
Boundary conditions for system (3): 

 
( ) ( )

( ) ( )

1

1

0 0

0 0 at

at

Ω Ω at

0 .

r

* *
r

r

g

v , v r r ,

v v , v u r r – h,

v r , v – e sin r r ecos ,

p p p

′θ

′θ

′θ

′= = =

′= θ = θ =

′ ′= = θ = + θ

′ ′= θ =



 (4) 

Here, pg — lubrication supply pressure; Ω — shaft angular velocity. 
We use formula (5) to move to dimensionless variables: 

 

1 1 0 0

2
0 0

02

2 2
0

2
, .

i i r i

* *
*

g* *

r r – r, r r , v r v , v u ,

rp p p, p , , ,
p

p
r

′θ′ = δ δ = − = Ω = Ωδ

µ Ω α′ ′ ′= = µ = µ µ α =
δ

′ρ = ρ = ρ ρ
λΩ

 (5) 

Here, u — horizontal component of the velocity; ν — vertical component of the velocity.  
As a result of transformations (5) taking into account (3) and (4), we obtain: 

 
( ) ( )2

2
10 0i ii i ip u vp v dp, e , , p ,

r d rr
−α ∂ ρ ∂ ρ∂ ∂

= = + = = ρ
∂ Λ θ ∂ ∂θ∂

 (6) 

 

( )

( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

1 2

2 1 2

1 2

3 2 2 2 1 1 2 1

1 at 1

0 0 at 0

at 0 2

0 2

, , const.

* *

g
*

v , u sin r cos h ,

v , u r , ,

v v , u u r , , ,

p
p p p p ,

p

p p p p Q

= = −η θ = −η θ = θ

= = = θ ≤ θ ≤ θ

= θ = θ = η ≤ θ ≤ θ θ ≤ θ ≤ π

= θ = θ = π =

θ = θ θ = θ =

 (7) 

Here, η = e / δ — design parameter of a bearing with a standard support profile; η1 = a′ / δ — design parameter of a 
bearing with an adapted support profile; 2 2

0 gr / pΛ = µΩ δ  — compressibility parameter. 

We introduce z = e–αp. After a series of transformations, we obtain: 

 
( ) ( )2

2
1 1 , 0, .i ii i u vv z p

rr
∂ ρ ∂ ρ∂ ∂

= − + = = ρ
Λ α ∂θ ∂ ∂θ∂

 (8) 

Boundary conditions for (8): 

 

( )

( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

1 2

2 1 2
2 2

1 2

1 at

0 0 at 0

1 at 0 2

0 2 .

pg
*p

v , u sin r h ,

v , u r , ,

sinv , u r , , ,
h h

z z z z e−α

= = −η θ = θ

= = = θ ≤ θ ≤ θ

η θ
= = = η ≤ θ ≤ θ θ ≤ θ ≤ π

θ −η θ −η

= θ = θ = π =

 (9) 
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Using method [22], we found a self-similar solution to problem (8) taking into account parameters (9): 

( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

( ) 1 2at

i i
i i i i

i i i i i i i i i

i
i

v V r, , u U r, ,
r

r , ,V r, pv ,U r, pu h ,

r ,
h

∂ψ ∂ψ
ρ = + θ ρ = − + θ

∂ ∂θ
′ψ θ = ψ ξ θ = ξ θ = − ξ ⋅ θ

ξ = θ ≤ θ ≤ θ
θ

    

 
( )

2
1 2

2
at 0 и 2i

r .
h

−η
ξ = ≤ θ ≤ θ θ ≤ θ ≤ π

θ −η
 (10) 

Here, ψ — function depending on self-similar variable ξ; V, U — components of the velocity field; θ2 — design 
parameter characterizing the groove depth. 

Taking into account (10), equations (8) and boundary conditions (9) take the form: 

 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( )1, , 0,i i i i i i i i i i i

h dpa v b u v
h p d

θ
′′′ ′′ ′ ′ψ ξ = ξ = ξ + − ξ ξ =

′ θ θ
     (11) 

( ) ( )2 3  1 3i i i i i ip p dp b p ae , i , ,
d h h

−α = + =
Λ θ θ θ

 

( )( ) ( )( )
2 2 2 2 2 2

2 3 ,p p dp b p ae
d h h h h

−α = +
Λ θ θ + θ + 

 

( )0 at 0, 1, , 0 at 0,i iv , p uξ′ψ = ξ = ξ = ξ θ = = ξ =    

( ) ( )
1

0

0 at 1 0,i i iv , , u sin , v dξ θ = = −η θ ξ = ξ ξ =∫    

 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 20 2 1.p p p p= θ = θ = π =  (12) 

Taking into account (12) and (13), we obtain the following systems of equations. 
For the velocity field: 

 

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

2
1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

2
2 2 2

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

2
3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

1 1 1,
2 2 2

1 1 1,
2 2 2

1 1 1.
2 2 2

ba , v b

ba , v b

ba , v b

ξ ξ  ′ψ ξ = ξ − ξ = − + ξ + 
 

ξ ξ  ′ψ ξ = ξ − ξ = − + ξ + 
 

ξ ξ  ′ψ ξ = ξ − ξ = − + ξ + 
 

 

 

 

 (13) 

For hydrodynamic pressure: 

( )
( )

22 2

1 2 2
2

6 1 11 2 2 3 1 ,
221

g g
* *

p p
p sin sin

p p p

    Λ −η α = + θ+ η θ− θ+ η θ × +α −    + η−η     



 



 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
22 2

2 2 2 2
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

0
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 (14) 

We solve equation (14) using the method of successive approximations, limiting ourselves to two approximations: 

( )
( )

22 2

11 21 31 12 2 2
2

6 11  1  1 6 1 2 2 3 ,
2 21

g g
* *

p p
p , p , p , p sin sin

p p

    α Λ −η = = = = Λ +α − θ+ η θ− θ+ η θ    + η−η    



 



 

( ) ( ) ( )
22

22 1 1 1 1
1 1 1

2 36 1 1 1 1 ,
2

g g
* *

p p
p sin sin sin sin sin

p p

       α η η η = + Λ θ−θ +α − + θ− θ − − θ + θ− θ       θ − θ θ θ− θ      
 

( )
( )

( )
22

2
32 22

22

6 21 1
21

g g
* *

p p
p sin sin

p p

 Λ θ− θ   α η = + α − + θ− θ −    θ − θ−η   

  

 ( )2 2
2 2

31 1 .sin sin sin
  η η

− − θ + θ− θ   θ θ − θ  

 

 (15) 

To determine the bearing capacity and friction force, we use formula (15): 
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 (16) 

These studies established the effectiveness of the proposed theoretical model in the specified parameter ranges. The 
values of compressibility parameter Λ = 0.1–0.9 and stress σ in the range of 9–45 MPa were thoroughly tested to provide 
the accuracy of the model and the possibility of its wide application. 

Experimental Conditions. The research started with the verification of the developed calculation model. For this 
purpose, numerical calculations were performed, which allowed us to estimate the basic parameters of the bearing 
operation. The verification included a comparison of these calculation data with the results of laboratory tests. The 
analysis showed that the calculation model predicted the behavior of the structure with a high degree of accuracy. At the 
same time, the identified deviations were within the permissible error limits. 

Experiments for a bearing with an oil-supporting groove contour were conducted under various operating conditions. 
In particular, the rotation speed, loads and temperature conditions were changed. The correct selection of mode ensured 
reduced wear and increased heat generation. This approach allowed for increased reliability and reduced downtime in the 
operation of mechanisms. 

The tests involved traditional methods of measuring friction and wear, as well as modern instrumental approaches. 
This maintained high measurement accuracy and helped to better understand the mechanisms of friction and wear in the 
new design. 

https://vestnik-donstu.ru/
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Research Results. The study allowed us to more accurately represent the performance characteristics of polymer-coated 
bearings (Table 1). This is of great importance for their effective use in various engineering systems. With the new model, the 
forecast of data on the bearing capacity turned out to be 8–10% more accurate, and on the friction coefficient — 7–9%. 

Table 1 
Results of Theoretical Research 

No σ, MPa 

Compressibility parameter 

0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 

Friction factor 

1 9 0.00479000 0.00711300 0.00310000 0.00100000 0.00023000 

2 18 0.00149000 0.00149100 0.00165300 0.00008500 0.00049350 

3 27 0.00017300 0.00009200 0.00000600 0.00005050 0.00002700 

4 36 0.00007500 0.00014130 0.00000400 0.00001160 0.00000793 

5 45 0.00000100 0.00001070 0.00000100 0.00002700 0.00000687 

The experiment showed the presence of fluctuations in the friction factor. This was due to dynamic changes under the 
conditions of surface contact and the effects of external parameters. Such behavior of the friction factor with increasing 
load indicated the complexity of interactions in the system, especially considering the maximum recorded load indicator. 
It reached 45 MPa, which was equivalent to a step increase in load by 5 times (Table 2). 

Table 2 
Comparison of the Results of Theoretical Research and Experiment 

No 
Mode 

Friction factor 

Theoretical research 
Experiment 

σ, MPa V, m/s Coating 
Considering 

compressibility 

1 9 03 0.0105 0.0103 0.0104 

2 18 0.3 0.0095 0.0093 0.0094 

3 27 0.3 0.0090 0.0088 0.0090 

4 36 0.3 0.0085 0.0080 0.0082 

5 45 0.3 0.0075 0.0071 0.0074 

The research results confirm the effectiveness of the developed theoretical models. Their implementation opens up 
the possibility to significantly increase the load capacity of parts and to considerably reduce the friction factor. The results 
of the work can be presented as follows. 

1. The studies of radial plain bearings taking into account the compressibility of liquid lubricant, firstly, showed a 
significant improvement in their operational characteristics. Secondly, the accuracy of engineering calculations for the 
bearing capacity increased by 8–10%, and for the friction coefficient — by 7–9%. 

2. The possibilities of practical use of calculation models of radial plain bearings were significantly expanded. Its 
critical operational characteristics were assessed in practice. 

Discussion and Conclusion. The results of the research described in this article establish the main operational 
characteristics of the bearing at the design stage. The ability to increase the reliability and durability of the studied part is 
an important step in the development of bearing and lubricant technologies. 

The new method is premised on a theoretical background and has been experimentally confirmed. It is intended for 
the development of calculation models of radial plain bearings. An important characteristic of the part is an antifriction 
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polymer coating with a groove for retaining the lubricating fluid. The compressibility and rheological properties of the 
lubricant are taken into account. Considering the previously established parameters of such grooves, a calculation model 
that describes in detail the behavior of the bearing in the hydrodynamic mode, has been developed. Particular attention is 
paid to the compressibility of a high viscosity lubricant, whose viscosity parameters depend on the pressure and friction 
conditions. Recommendations for the use of bearings with optimal grooves have been formulated. 

The scope of application of the research results is engineering design and verification calculations when it is necessary 
to maintain a hydrodynamic lubrication mode. The method is potentially in demand in mechanical engineering, aircraft 
manufacturing, instrument making, and other industries. 

In further research, it seems appropriate to study such factors as temperature conditions, dynamic loads, and interaction 
with various lubricants. This will allow for the improvement of bearing designs and expansion of their application areas. 
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